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| ntroduction

"Running for Tomorrow" is the title that we chose for the 34" Massuah
Yearbook, a volume that is meant to refocus the public and educational
consciousness on the uniqueness of Jewish youth and, abovedl, themembers
of the youth movements and their activities as an avant-garde for the Jews
in the most fateful years of the twentieth century.

Amidst the bustle surrounding the theme of "Holocaust and heroism,"
aninjustice of sorts has been done to the members of the youth movements.
Their uniqueness, the youthful spirit that they instilled in young Jews, and
their mobilization for the Zionist idea have been overshadowed for years by
the preoccupation with the uprisings that they led against the German
occupier during the Holocaust. Although the uprisings should not be belittled,
one cannot understand the mobilization for warfare unless one knows
something about the inner world and ideol ogical cohesiveness of the Jewish
youth movements—especially those of the Zionist persuasion-that preceded
the devastation.

Nine main Zionist youth movements were active in Central and Eastern
Europe during the decade preceding World War 1. Although they all had
something in common, each movement also had characteristics of its own.
Thus, more young people than otherwise were able to find their way in
accordance with their upbringing and inclinations.

The Zionist youth movements worshipped romanticism and youth, a
"back to nature" proclivity, companionship, moral virtue, and an aspiration
for wholeness. Concurrently, however, they rebelled against the norms of
adult society. They offered their members a total way of life that was
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perceived as more important and meaningful than that of the family, not to
mention the community.

The ultimate goal of the Zionist youth movements was a form of self-
fulfillment that manifested itself in "making aliya'—settling in the Land of
Israel, best of all asfarmers. Theroleof theyouth movementsin the Diaspora
(in "exile") was to train their members for the attainment of this goal by
reviving the Hebrew language and creating anew culture. Activitiesincluded
lectures and talks on themes related to Judaism, the history and geography
of theLand of Israel, Zionism, and the kibbutz (collectivism). The movements
also provided a" Scouts' experience of regimentation, rituals, camping, folk
dancing, and Hebrew songs. Older members went to hakhsharot—training
farms—to prepare for an agrarian way of life in Zionist settlement in the
Land of Isradl.

During the Holocaust, the youth movements were active in the ghettos
and proved their mettle as social organizationsthat could function effectively
under the new conditions, for reasonsincluding their members age and the
challengethat the new circumstancesfoisted on them. At first, they operated
by opening underground school s and kindergartens, posting noticesin public
places, and running nutrition and mutual-aid centers.

When the systematic extermination of Jews began the summer of 1941,
the movements were uncertain about whether or not to respond by waiting
passively for the storm to pass, i.e., until the war ended, asthe lesser of two
evils. Once convinced beyond all doubt that the Jews were in fact being
systematically annihilated, the members of the youth movements (both
Zionist and non-Zionist) insisted on fighting the Germansin every possible
way, if only to salvage the honor of the Jewish people. As Dolek Liebskind,
amember of Akiva and aleader of the resistance in Krakow, expressed it,
"We arefighting for threelinesin history."

Intheinitial stagesof the occupation, membersof the movements engaged
infour kindsof resistance: relief and mutual aid, educational and ideological
activity, obtaining and disseminating information, and rescue operations.

v
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When all prospects of success expired and the end was plainly and certainly
in sight, they chose to organize for armed struggle. In some locations, the
rebelswaged strugglesin the ghettos themsel ves and al so took responsibility
for al remaining Jews. In places where ghetto warfare could not possibly
succeed, they fled to the forests and joined the partisan movements. Some
believed that the main task was to save as many people as possible; this
conviction was held mainly in areaswhere some sort of escape route existed.

After the Holocaust, when theimmensity and intensity of thelossbecame
clear, the movement members mobilized to lead the vestigial Jewish
population to physical and psychological rehabilitationintheLand of Isragl.
Even though the movements themselves had suffered horrific losses and
every member had lost some or al of hisgher family, the membersinvested
al their energy in working with Holocaust survivorsin the displaced-persons
camps and, later on, in the deportation camps on Cyprus—all of which,
without losing sight of their dream and purpose-Zionist fulfillment in the
Land of Israel.

This book is a companion to an exhibition that is about to open at
Massuah. Some of its contents were written especialy for this book and
have not been published before (the contributions of Eli Tzur, Ada Schein,
and Yitzhak Kashti). Other contents were published but did not command
enough attention; here we provide them a platform that will underscore
their singularity and importance (Zvi Lamm, Avihu Ronen, and Yoss Hadar).

We choseto includein thisvolume acollection of letters, diary excerpts,
and memoirs of Zionist youth-movement members, most gathered from the
thousands of such documents that are kept in the Massuah archives. Some
of these writings, published herefor thefirst time, shed light not only onthe
events but aso, and mainly, on the adolescent experiences, the fixity of
purpose, and the passion that that were typical of the members of these
movements in each of the three periods at issue.

Massuah, as an international institute that devotes itself to the shaping
of Holocaust memory among the young, envisages this volume as away to

\Y
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familiarize lsraeli educators and adolescents with the youth culture that
young people everywhere share—and to demonstrate that young people do
have the power to change patterns of life, to give them new shape, and,
above all, to take responsibility for the public and to guide it to safe haven.

Nili Keren

VI
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About Our Contributors

Yitzhak (Herzig) Artzi (1920—2004)

Born in Bukovina, Romania, to a hasidic family. Joined the Ha-No'ar ha-
Tsiyyoni movement at age eleven,. During the Holocaust, engaged in
rescuing Jews under the auspices of the movement, the Zionist resistance,
and the relief and rescue network, and at the camps on Cyprus. Moved to
Palestinein September 1947 and first lived at Kibbutz Alonei Abba. Hewas
head of Youth Aliyah and acting mayor of Tel Aviv. Engaged ceaselessly in
commemorating the Holocaust and caring for its survivors. A member of
the Massuah Executive Committee, he was also very active in survivors
organizations and the World Jewish Restitution Organization.

Yossi Hadar (1946—1998)

Bornin Belgium to Holocaust-survivor parents. He and hisfamily sailed to
Pdl estine aboard the Theodor HerZl but were sent by the Britishto adetention
camp on Cyprus. They reached Israel on November 29, 1947.

Hadar studied medicine at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and
Hadassah Hospital under the academic reserve program of the I srael Defence
Forces. He joined the army in 1971 and served as district physician for the
Golan Heights (including the Druze population).

The Yom Kippur war affected Hadar serioudly; in retrospect, he seems
to have suffered from post-traumatic syndrome. Thisresponse, coupled with
thetraumaof the Holocaust—which'Yoss sensed intimately ashewasgrowing
up—contributed to his decision to study psychiatry. He took his specialized
training in psychiatry at Shalvata Psychiatric Hospital in Hod Hasharon.

IX
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Yoss Hadar was Elie Wiesel Professor of Holocaust Studies at Bar-11an
University and managed the university's program in psychotherapy for four
years. He was also a playwright, poet, and author.

Yohanan Cohen

Born in Lodz, an active member of the Ha-No'ar ha-Tsiyyoni youth
movement and head of the movement's chapter in Lodz. Moved to Palestine
in 1937 and became a member of the Ha-No'ar ha-Tsiyyoni national
leadership. Held many public positionsin Isragl, including Member of the
Knesset, and a multitude of posts at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A
member of the Massuah board, he has written and edited many books and
articles, including The Arabs Hold the Key-the Solution to the Refugee
Problem (1962), Ha-No'ar ha-Tsiyyoni—Growth of a Movement, and Three
Linesin History.

Uziel Lichtenberg

Born in Lodz. Associated with the Ha-No'ar ha-Tsiyyoni youth movement
in Poland from adolescence, first as a member and later as an educator.
Headed the Lodz chapter of the movement and, from the beginning of World
War 11, belonged to the main leadership in Warsaw. In 1941, he went to
Slovakia at the movement's behest in order to set up a system for the
smuggling of members out of Poland.

When the deportation of the Jews of Slovakia began, he organized an
"outing" to Hungary in conjunction with the youth movements. Subsequently,
hewasamember of the"Committee of Pioneers," the precursor of the Central
Committee rescue organization. When the Central Committee was
established, he was named to this body as the sole representative of the
pioneering movements in Poland. In October 1943, the Polish legation in
Budapest recognized him as the representative of Polish Jewry.

In Isragl, he is active at Massuah and is a member of the Executive
Committee.
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Zvi Lamm (1921—2004)

Bornin Poland in 1921, he moved to Palestine in 1938 and served with the
Britishforcesin World Wear I1. In thiscapacity, while performing aclandestine
mission for the Hagana and the Zionist National Institutions, he established,
administered, and taught at Jewish schoolsin Italy for refugee and displaced
Jewish children from Central Europe.

After World War 11, he attended the David Yellin Teachers College in
Jerusalem. After completing his studies, he taught and served as educator at
Meir Shefaya Youth Village and schools in Hadera. After completing a
doctoral degree at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, he was appointed as
lecturer at the university's School of Education. Later on, he was given a
professorship and attai ned the status of rank-and-file professor. Hisresearch
focused on social and educational ideologies, approaches to teaching,
curricula, and the development of Israeli educational thinking.

In 2004, he received the EMET Prize for Art, Science and Culture for
his work in education and psychology.

Hisbest-known booksinclude Conflicting Theories of Instruction (1972),
A Reappraisal of Zionist Youth Movements (1991), Educational Methodsin
Hashomer Ha'zair (1998), and IntheWhirlpool of Ideologies. Educationin
the Twentieth Century (2002).

Yael Peled

Borninlsrael, agraduate of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in History
and Bible. Until the late 1980s, she served as teacher and educator in the
post-primary education system in Haifa and Jerusalem, and taught at the
Department of the Humanities of the Technion.

She wrote her doctoral dissertation on the Jewish resistance movement
in the Krakéw ghetto during the German occupation. She wrote additional
articles on this topic, as well as a book, Jewish Krakéw 1939—1943—
Seadfastness, Resistance, and Sruggle (1993).

X1
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Eli Tzur

A historian and lecturer at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and the
Kibbutz Seminary in Tel Aviv. His research focuses on the Zionist Left, its
various partiesin Israel and abroad, and its crystallization in the pioneering
youth movements. Director of the Institute for the Study of Youth Movements
at Yad Yaari, Giv'at Haviva. He has written and edited numerous articles
and books; hisbooksinclude The Attitudes of Mapam on Foreign and Defense
I ssues 1948—1956. His most recent book is Before Darkness Comes—Ha-
Shomer ha-Tsa'ir in Poland and Galicia 1930—1940 (2006).

Nili Keren

A historian who deals mainly with educational issues stemming from the
encounter with the Holocaust in | srael and abroad. Headed the Department
of History and the School for Advanced Studies at the Kibbutz Seminary in
Tel Aviv. Massuah's academic consultant in recent years. Her booksinclude
Childhood in Theresienstadt (Hebrew, 1993; English 2000), on education
in the Theresienstadt ghetto and at Auschwitz-Birkenau, and a textbook
titled Shoa—A Journey to Memory (Hebrew, 1999).

Yitzhak Kashti

Born in Hungary, moved to Palestine in 1947, a member of Ha-No'ar ha-
Tsiyyoni. ActiveinYouth Aliyah asthe coordinator of educational programs
for Isragli youthin distress. Directed youth villages, specialized in education,
and finished hisPh.D. in Great Britain. Since 1975, he has been teaching at
Tel Aviv University and serving as academic consultant for many education
projects. A member of the Massuah board, he also chairs the academic
administration of the Kibbutz Seminary. Has written many books on topics
related to residential education and youth villages. His most recent book,
Nostalgia for Minion (2001), is an autobiography.

X1l
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Avihu Ronen

Born in Kibbutz Maagan, he specializes in the history of ideas, Holocaust
studies, the history and philosophy of science, logic, and leadership. His
current research deals with intellectuals and the Holocaust, Holocaust
historiography, and logic and logicians.

Has been asenior lecturer at Tel Hai Academic College (since 1996) and
ateaching associate at the Department of Jewish History at the University
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