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der Grafschaft Mark, 89 (1998), pp. 364-383.

Daniela Siepe, "Wewelsburg und Okkultismus", in: Juliane Kerzel (ed.), .9
Gedenkstattenarbeit und Erinnerungskultur in Ostwestfalen-Lippe — ein
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Frankfurt a.M., 2000, pp. 95-119, p. 101.
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pp. 259-262.
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The Jewish Time Bomb

Onmy deskisastonewith " Amen" carved on it; onesurvivor fragment
of thethousands upon thousands of bits of broken tombstones

in Jewish graveyards. | know all these broken pieces

now fill the great Jewish time bomb

alongwith theother fragmentsand shrapnel, broken Tablesof theL aw
broken altersbroken crossesrusty crucifixion nails

broken house ware and holy ware and broken bones

eyeglasses shoes prostheses false teeth

empty cans of lethal poison. All these broken pieces

fill the Jewish time bomb until the end of days.

And though | know about all this, and about the end of the days,

The stone on my desk gives me peace,

It isthe tombstone no one touches, more philosophical

Than any philosopher's stone, broken stone from broken tomb

M ore whole than any wholeness,

A stone of withessto what has always been

And what will always be, a stone of amen and love,

Amen, amen, and may it cometo pass.

YehudaAmichai, Open, Close Open, translated from Hebrew by Chana
Bloch & Chana Fronfeld, Harcourt, New York, 2000, p. 173

3 14/1/09, 13:10



***********

Contents

1. Introduction — How Does One Shape Memory?— Nili Keren 9
2. ThePhysica Presence of the Holocaust — Eran Neuman 22

Part 1: " Our Holocaust"
3. Massuah Museum — History, Memory, and Identity —

Aya Ben-Naftali 37
4. Between Memory and Reality — the Renovated Wing

of the Ghetto Fighters House Museum — Bina Sela-Tzur 54
5. At Eyelevel —the New Holocaust Historical Museum at Yad

Vashem —Avner Shalev and Yehudit Inbar 65

Part 2: Designing theVale of Tears

6. The Dynamics of Remembering the Holocaust in Poland — National
Exhibitions in the Service of Education and Commemoration at
Auschwitz-Birkenau — Jolanta Ambrosewicz-Jacobs

and AlicjaBialecka 77
7. Confronting the Face of Evil — Thoughts about aVisit to
Auschwitz — Michal Govrin 98

8. Bergen-Belsen —the Site as a Museum and the

Museum as a Site — Christian Wol pers and the Founding Team 107
9.  Wewelsherg — Thoughts about the New Concept of the

Permanent SS Historical Exhibition —Wolf Berbek 114

4 14/1/09, 13:10



***********

Part 3: TheUnliberated " Liberators"

10. "A Must-See" — Use of Filmsin the Holocaust Exhibition
at the Imperial War Museum London — Suzanne Bardgett

11. Holocaust Museumsin USA — the Emergence of a New
Museum Prototype — Shosh Rotem

Part 4. Berlin —Truly Corrected?

12. Symbol of Hope —the New Jewish Museum in Berlin —
Daniel Libeskind

13. "The Power of Banality" — Monument to the Murdered Jews
of Europe at Potsdam Square in Berlin — Peter Eizenmann

14. Recommended books

15. About the Contributors

5 14/1/09, 13:10

141

151

187

194
201
212



***********

| ntroduction

How do You Design Memory?

During the planning and designing the renewed museum in "Massuah"
(1992-2007) one question has been raised time and again: How we should
inherit and begqueath the Holocaust memory in amuseum which aimstowards
young people in the opening of the 21% century?

The museum team and the educational staff of Massuah discussed the
ideological and conceptual aspects of this issue and wished to explore as
much angels as they could. Thisinquiry led usto many new museums and
exhibitions on the Holocaust which have been founded in the recent years
all over theworld. We found out that our colleagues have been preoccupied
with similar questions.

The 35" volume of "Massuah" yearbook isdevoted to some perspectives
of memory shaping in Holocaust museums here and abroad.

"How do you preserve memory"? This question opens one of Amichai'slast
poems. This and other questions accompany many of us since the end of
World War 2, when the Nazi crimes and especialy the Holocaust were
exposed in their full and horrible scale.

This question was asked by some Jews in Palestine even before the end
of the war; they felt that these unprecedented events deserved to be
remembered and commemorated in avery special way. Inthe State of |sragl
memorials and museums developed as private, or group centers like "The
Ghetto Fighters House", representing the ghettoes' up risers or the "Shoa

VI
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Cdlar" in Mount Zion, which represented the religious orthodox groups.

The"Yad Vashem Law" was established only in August, 1953. This law
ordered the new institute to preserve the memory of the Holocaust in many
ways and it became the State official memorial. Since then Yad Vashem as
an institute as well as a museum has gone though major changes and
developments.

The new historical museum was opened in 2005. In this volume Avner
Shalev the director and chief curator of Yad Vashem presents the new
historical museum of Yad Vashem together with the director of the museums,
Yehudit Inbar.

After the Eichmann Tria another institute was established: "Massuah —
A memoria to the Zionist Youth Movement”.

Massuah isamuseum in which the commemoration is preserved through
education and learning activities, which makes it dynamic and alive, and
relevant to young generationsin Israel and abroad. Massuah is represented
here by its director and chief curator — Aya ben-Naftali.

The group memory has gone through many changes which made it
relevant not only to the founders' groups but to the general public. The
museums has gone through some conceptua and design changes accordingly.
The editor has managed to interview the Ghetto Fighters House curator in
2007 — Bina Sela-Tzur - on some of the special changes in one section of
this museum.

During the last sixty years the international attitude towards the
commemoration of World War 2 and the Holocaust in particular, brought
about many commemorative projects not only in Israel, but also in Europe
and especialy in the historical sites of the concentration camps. Former
camps turned to be "Museums' and memorials; From the beginning of the
Eighties of the last century Poland became a destination for Jewish
"Holocaust Pilgrimage”, and hundreds of high school students, mostly from
Israel, visit in the former camps which turned to be museums by the
Communist regime and later were redesigned by the new Polish State. Two

VII
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Polish researchers (Jolanta Ambrosewicz-Jacobs and Alicja Bialecka) and
an lsraeli writer (Michal Govrin) deal with various aspects of the site of
Auschwitz-Birkenau in two separate articles.

Nothing hasbeen | eft from the original campin Bergen-Belsen; thewide
area became a huge mass grave of Jews and prisoners of war. Nothing in
that site could have hinted what has happened there during the war and
afterwards. The designers of the new museum in Bergen-Belsen describe
the concept of the new site which integrates anew historical center into the
actual site where history has really happened.

During the work on this yearbook we have learnt about a new exhibition
which is planned these days in Nord-Rhine Westphalia in the region of
Paderborn, in a castle of Wawel shurg museum. This castle was prepared by
Heinrich Himmler, the head of the S.S., to be the shrine of the new Nazi
religion.

For many years this place became a pilgrimage destination for Neo-
Nazis. And now there are new controversial plansfor the exhibition on the
history of the S.S. and they are discussed here by the director of the museum,
Wulf Brebeck.

The developments of Holocaust memorial museumsin USA are avery
important issue that deserves more than a yearbook, and yet it was very
important for us to include a new article by Shosh Rotem who explores
architectural aspects of some of these museums.

The last chapter in the 35th Massuah yearbook is concentrated around
Berlin's two new projects. The Jewish Museum designed by Daniel
Liebeskind and the Memorid for the Commemoration of the Murdered Jews
of Europe, designed by Peter Eisenmann.

Both architects share their ideas and feelings towards their architectural
creations

Berlin was the capital of the Nazi State and it is still full with historical
sites, museums, and memorials from the period. Yet, the new projects are
located in the center of the renewed city, near the old-new building of the

VIII
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Reichstag, near the Brandenburg Gate and the New Government buildings.
Isit an Amendment?

An overwhole view of the Physical presence of the Holocaust by the
architect and researcher Eran Neuman opens the artistic, cultural and
conceptual discussion we offer our readers in this volume of Massuah
Yearbook.

Five years after the liberation of Warsaw, the cornerstone for the memorial
for the Uprising of the ghetto was laid down. It was in April 1948. The
Jewish poet and writer Julian Tuwim sent an essay on this occasion to the
Zionist magazine OPINIA which was published then in Poland. The essay,
"The Monument and the Grave" endsin the following words:

"...We did not come here to shed tears. We came to light the flame
undying, not for the memory alone but for the continuing strugglefor the
victory of man over beast, For the victory of pity over cruelty, and for the
victory of conscience over the dark

We also came with a commitment to these martyred Jews: That they
become spiritual dynamite.

Because, friend, thesearenot just the bones of murdered Jewslyingin
thisgrave. The conscience of mankind lies buried as well.

Letitbefirsttorisefromthedead..." (Translated fromYiddish by Isaac
Komem)*

Nili Keren - editor

*  Julian Tuwim,We Polish Jews, Fundacia Shalom, 1% facsimile edition, 1985,
Warsaw Poland
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About the Contributors

Peter Eizenmann

Prof. Eizenmann (b. 1932 in Newark, NJ) is the most prominent
deconstructionist architect in the United States. He discovered architecture
asafreshman at Cornell University and relinquished his place on the school's
swimming team in order to study thisfield. Heearned aB.A. in architecture
at Cornell, a master's degree at Columbia University, and a Ph.D. at
Cambridge. He teaches architecture at Yale University and has planned and
designed important buildings. His most recent works are the monument to
the murdered Jews of Europe in the center of Berlin and the University of
Phoenix stadium in Glendale, Arizona.

Jolanta Ambr osewicz-Jacobs

Dr. Ambrosewicz directs the Holocaust Studies Center at the Jagiellonian
University in Krakdw, servesas academic adviser to the Auschwitz-Birkenau
museum, and advises a team of experts on issues of freedom of belief and
religion. She has published articles on prejudice and tolerance. Her main
area of interest is the war on xenophobia, intolerance, and antisemitism,
and ways of assimilating these values in educational work.

Alicja Bialecka

Dr. Biaecka chairs the curriculum department of the International Center
for Education about Auschwitz and the Holocaust. She earned a Ph.D. in
History from the Faculty of International Relations and Political Science at
the Jagiellonian University in Krakéw. Dr. Bialeckarepresentsthe Auschwitz

X
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museum at international conferencesand assistsin guiding at the Auschwitz
site, mainly for English-speaking visitors.

Aya Ben-Naftali

Aya Ben-Naftali is Director General of Massuah Institute for Holocaust
Studies at Kibbutz Tel Yitzhak and Chief Curator of the Massuah Museum.
In recent years, she has been spearheading research and devel opment at the
Massuah I nteractive Museum, during which timethe exhibitions" Six Million
Accusers' and "The Cultural Discourse on the Holocaust in Israel” were
presented. Shedirected the construction of an exhibition on the Zionist youth
movements — "Three Lines in History" — that opened in the summer of
2006. Aya Ben-Naftali, holder of amaster's degreein history from Tel Aviv
University, has published a study and many articles about the killings at the
Ninth Fort near the Kovno (K aunas) ghetto during the German occupation.

Suzanne Bar dgett

Dr. Bardgett headed the team that prepared the Holocaust exhibition at the
Imperial War Museum London. The 1,200-square-meter exhibition opened
in June 2000. In 2002, Dr. Bardgett's team put on another exhibition, titled
"Crimes against Humanity," which explored ethnic violence and genocide.
Her most recent endeavor is the Srebrenica memorial room in Bosnia
Herzegovina (opened in July 2007), for which she advised on contents and
museum issues. She has also held education, editing, and planning positions
at the Imperial War Museum London.

Michal Govrin

Dr. Govrinisan author, poet, and stage director who holdsaPh.D. from the
University of Paris. She has directed playsfor all of Israel's major theaters
and helped to create the Jewish experimenta theater. She has published
nine books of poetry and prose. Her novel, Shapshots, is forthcoming this
year in French trangd ation. Her essayshave been published inleading journals
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in Israel and abroad and her literary and theatrical works have won many
prizes. Dr. Govrin, born in Tel Aviv, has two daughters and lives with her
family in Jerusalem.

Christian Wolpers

Christian Wolpers, a longtime educator, holds a degree in theology and
English literature from the University of Hamburg. He taught in schoolsfor
several years and served as a guide at the Bergen-Belsen camp site. Heisa
member of the team of guides at Bergen-Belsen and designs educational
conceptions at the Bergen-Belsen learning center.

Daniel Libeskind

Daniel Libeskind (b. 1946 in Poland) is an American-Jewish architect whose
most important buildingsinclude the Jewish Museum in Berlin, the Denver
(Colorado) Art Museum, the Imperial War Museum in Manchester, the
Jewish museum in Copenhagen, and theWohl Center at Bar-11an University,
Israel. In 2003, he won a competition for the master plan for the rebuilding
of the World Trade Center site in Manhattan.

Eran Neuman

Dr. Eran Neuman is an architect and a senior lecturer at the David Azridli
School of Architecture at the Yolanda and David Katz Faculty of the Arts,
T Aviv University. His studies focus on the issues of representation in
modern architecture and architecture as a medium. He has published
extensively on the representation of the Holocaust in architecturein journals
such as Dappimle-heger ha-sho'a 21 and Theory and Criticism 28, and has
lectured on the topic at locations including the University of Pennsylvania,
Northwestern University, and the Technion. In the 2006/2007 academic year,
he was a visiting researcher at the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies
in Washington, DC. He is completing a volume of research on leading
Holocaust museums around world, to be published in 2008 in English.
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Bina Sela-Tzur

Bina Sela-Tzur (b. Degania) is a museologist and former director of the
Museum Division of the Ghetto Fighters House, where she directed the
redesign of the museum in conjunction with the architect Maya Kowalski.
Today she is chief curator of Beth Hatefutsoth, the Nahum Goldmann
Museum of the Jewish Diasporain Tel Aviv.

Yehudit Inbar

Yehudit Inbar was hired by Yad Vashem in 1994 to coordinate the planning
of its new museum complex. After the program was completed, she was
named director of theYad Vashem Museums Division and has held this post
ever since. In this capacity, she curated the exhibit at the new Holocaust
historical Museum and was the curation coordinator of the Holocaust Art
Museum, the synagogue (which includes an exhibit of Judaica from the
destroyed communities), and the exhibitions pavilion. She also curated and
directed additional exhibitionsat Yad Vashem and abroad, of which the most
prominent was "No Children's Games," an exploration of children's play
and creativity during the Holocaust. In 2007, she curated " Spots of Light:
To Be aWoman in the Holocaust.”

Before her tenure with Yad Vashem, Yehudit Inbar served for years as
director of the Arts and Museums Department of the Israel Ministry of
Education and Culture. In this capacity, she was involved in preparing a
Museums Law and improving the professional caliber of the country's
museums, including design of a certification program in museology at Tel
Aviv University, the National Center for Preservation, and comprehensive
computerization of museum collections.

Yehudit Inbar holds a master's degree in Art History from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Nili Keren
Dr. Keren has been involved for yearsin Holocaust research, teaching, and
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commemoration. She lectured at the School for Overseas Students at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and conducted in-service activities for
education personnd at Tel Aviv University. She al so established and directed
the Holocaust Teaching Center at the Kibbutz Seminary Collegein Tel Aviv,
where shewasalecturer and member of the administration until 2007. Today,
Dr. Keren serves as an academi c-pedagogical adviser for Massuah Institute
for Holocaust Studies at Kibbutz Tel Yitzhak. She has written three books
and dozens of articles on the Holocaust and its commemoration and has
edited the Massuah Yearbook for the past four years.

Shosh Rotem

Shosh Rotem was born in 1962 in the U.S. and immigrated to Israel with
her parentsin 1970. Sheisalicensed architect and agraduate of the Technion
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning. She spent twelve yearsworking
for various architects and opened an office of her own. In 2005, she earned
a master's degree from the Tel Aviv University in interdisciplinary arts
program and currently is writing a doctoral dissertation in this program,
under the supervision of Prof. Hanna Scolnicov.

Avner Shalev

Avner Shalev (b. 1939 in Jerusalem) is a graduate of New High School in
Tel Aviv and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In 1956-1980, he served
in the Israel Defence Forces and retired at the grade of Brigadier General.
In hislast military post, he was Chief Education Officer and commander of
the Education Corps. After hisretirement from military service, he directed
the Cultural Administration of the Israel Ministry of Education and Culture
and chaired the Public Council for Cultureand theArts. In thelast-mentioned
capacity, he initiated, in conjunction with Tel Aviv University, museology
studiesin Israel and spearheaded the passage of the Museums Law. In 1993,
Shalev was named chair of theYad Vashem Directorate. Under hisleadership,
Yad Vashem underwent adramatic turnaround by means of acomprehensive
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multiannual development plan that prepared theinstitution for the challenges
of sustaining and instilling Holocaust memory in the twenty-first century.
A major element in the plan was the establishment of anew museum complex
including anew Holocaust Art Museum, of which Shalev was chief curator.
In 2007, the President of France presented Avner Shalev with the Legion of
Honor decoration for his extraordinary accomplishments in Holocaust
commemoration around theworld. Later that year, Shalev accepted on behal f
of Yad Vashem the Prince of Asturias Award for Concord.
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